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STATEMENT FROM MAYOR LORI E. LIGHTFOOT REGARDING THE CURRENT
STATUS OF JASON VAN DYKE

“I know some Chicagoans remain disheartened and angry about Jason Van Dyke’s
sentence for the murder of Laquan McDonald. As I said at the time, while the jury
reached the correct guilty verdict, the judge’s decision to sentence Van Dyke to only
81 months was and remains a supreme disappointment. [ understand why this
continues to feel like a miscarriage of justice, especially when many Black and
brown men get sentenced to so much more prison time for having committed far
lesser crimes. It’s these distortions in the criminal justice system, historically, that
have made it so hard to build trust.

While I know this moment is disappointing, it should not prevent us from seeing the
significant progress Van Dyke’s prosecution and conviction represent. He was the
first officer in more than half a century to be convicted of a crime committed
purportedly in the line of duty. This prosecution led to historic reforms, including
comprehensive legislation that created the first-ever community police oversight
body in Chicago, and a consent decree to oversee CPD reform. There is much more
work to do, and it is by doing that work that we can heal from this and move
forward towards justice and accountability every day.”
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